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“swaps” in American histor}
]mcw out of a remark attorney
iJames Britt Donovan made, al
‘mmt iwo years ago, to his wifd
‘Mary, over the dinner table.

" “You know, I think it would
be a good idea to swap thes
'two men, Francis Gary Power
and Rudolf Abel.”

Mr. Donovan had been th
‘court-appointed lawyer for Col
Abel. Prophetically, at the 1957
jbrial of the Soviet spy, he had
‘asked that Abel’s life be spared
i—for- a possible future e:vc-|
‘change.

WIFE GETS ‘V{ES‘RAGF
His idea reached its culmina-
tion yesterday. -His wife, aff
home, 35 Prospect Park W.
Brooklyn, received this message
[rom him:
“Teturning today from Berlin
after exchanging Abel for U-2
Pilot Frangis Powers and an-
other Amcrican (Frederic L.
Iryor). Should be home late
tonight. Love to all.”
Muis. Donovan received the
message shortly after her inter-
view with the N. Y. Journal-
Amervican, in which she said:
“When i{he U-2 case came
into the open, exciting all the
world, Jim was deeply dis-
tressed over the pilot's plight.
¥/ “And, as far as Y know, if
|§1ms my hushand whe erigin-
lated the idea for the swap.
“When le got the idea, the
unext thing he said was that
it could ke done, and ought to
be done, and he went at it.”

< T WO TR R s A ey

s—
TR et

q

t

CPYRGHT

vy

Vi S, WIOLe

ouse, Her Jdetter was referred.
b the Department of -Justice.!
s pardons attorney,
ozart, rejected the plea.

Reed'

A correspondence developed

btween Mrs. Abel and attorney,
onovan. The lawyer kept Atty,

en. Robert F. Kennedy pers;

gnally informed.

Early in July, 1960, Mr,.
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JAMES B. DONOVAN
Powers’ Lawyer Helped

AP Wirspheto|

PROUD CHILDREN
In her penthouse apartment
Mrs. Donovan, slight, attracd
live, blue-cyed. shared her houy
ol pride with two of the thred
children, Mary ZEllen, 12, 4

pb. 25, 1957, and faced the
ath sentence for stealing
omic secrets, was:

“It is better to have him
alive, so he may be used for

[&
d
a

pupil at St. Havier's parochial
school, and John, 17, weekd
cnding at home from North-
wood Scliool, Lake Placid.
The eldest, Jane, 18, was onl
Ethe phone,

from Marymount|
College, Arlington, Va.
What Mr. Donovan said,

[f{ter Col. Abel was convictyd

ngzotiations to free an Ameri-
cqn spy, if one were caught in
tHc Soviet Union.”

eting on this request Judge
rtimer Beyers, in Brooklyn
deral Court, sentenced Ahel
30 years in prison.

About two years ago Abel's
¥e, from East Berlin, ‘wrote
"gtarney Donqvan, askw

'
to|

clemency were possible.

Mr. Donovan, a former N
Commander, one-time coun el
to the OSS when it was headkd !
by Col. William “wild Bili”
Donovan — no relation, onp--
time alde to Supreme Court
Justice Jackson at the Nure
berg trials—was touched y
Mrs. Abel’s letter,

He took it to the Departmeht
of Justice, and at their advide,
wrote Mrs., Abel:

dent alone to decide,

Wwh
i3 B

| ve
J|sepret that he withheld it from
4 hip lJaw partners, his secretary,
¥s. M. E. McInturf{f — even

18th ficor of 161 William st.,|

s
41U,
‘| argued the Abel appeal. All the

that the|sjon,
maitter was one for the Predi-|shum,
t ite of Arts and Sclexﬁ

pnovan went to Switzerland.

Zurich he met Ms, Abel's

wyer from East Berlin. There,

fho immediate result, i

Slx weeks ago the Depart-:

ent of Justice authorized Mr.

bnovan to go to East Berlin to
oceed with the matter.
SECRET ERRAND

is errand, when Mr. Dono-

M left two weeks ago, was so0

bm. his wife. !
At the office of his law firm,|
etters & Donovan, on the

prized possession on. displayf
the photograph of the
S. Supreme Court when he

tices had autographed it
Kl presented it to him.

hief Justice’ Warren at the
he had said:

No man has undertaken Y

:imdre aduous, and more self-
sad rilicmg task,”

hen Federal Judge Mat-

“|thew T. Abruzzo ‘appointed him
on Aug. 20, 1957, to defend
Abel, Mr. Donovan soon after-
ard sald:

“I ran into extraordinary'

ostility, even from old friends,

r defending Abel — when it

as only my duty.”

A Fordham graduate '3"!I
arvard Law ‘40, Mr. Donovan

resented his $10,000 fee to

ose two, colleges and Colum~

ia Law School.

He is vice president of the

oard of Eduéation, a member

trustee of Brooklyn, M

the Municipal Art Commis
and the Brooklyn f‘g
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